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November 2015  

Dates to Note: 
 

 Oct 30th - Picture Re-
takes, 9:30 am 

 Oct 30th - End of 1st 
quarter 

 Nov 5th & 6th- Parent/
Teacher Conferences - 
No School 

 Nov 9th-11th - Accredi-
tation Site Visit 

 Nov 18th - Spelling Bee 
for grades 3-8, 8:30am 

 Nov 25th Thanksgiving 
Feast - 2 Hour Early 
Dismissal 

 Nov 26th-27th - No 
School, Thanksgiving 
Vacation 

 

 

Head of Lower School’s Notes - The Grammar of Science 
 

About 15 years ago I read for the first time The Well-Trained Mind, a book by Jessie Wise 
and Susan Wise-Bauer, that has since gone through several revisions and become a staple 
in any classical educator’s library.  At that time, Morning Star was in its infancy as a classi-
cal Christian school and most of us were trying to figure out how the classical approach 
translated into the classroom.    Bauer’s approach to teaching science at the grammar 
school level seemed practical and orderly – choose one branch of science and study it 
thoroughly for an entire school year.   The difficulty was no one was writing grammar 
school science textbooks that way.  Science texts invariably taught a smattering of topics, 
with little depth, year after year.  Students barely had time to become interested in life sci-
ence before being whisked along to a unit on weather, which was rapidly followed by mag-
netism, etc.  We solved the textbook problem by having a couple of our teachers write our 
own science curriculum (1st-6th grade) by using multiple sources so that students and 
teachers could spend an entire year on biology, earth science, physics and chemistry. 

 

Our “in-house” science curriculum served us well for many years, but I am happy to say 
that science texts have come a long way in the past decade and a half.  Last year the gram-
mar school faculty and I reviewed several curricula that fit the classical Christian bill.  First 
through sixth grade adopted texts and materials from Apologia, Answers In Genesis, and 
Gravitas Publications that are philosophically aligned with the classical Christian pedagogy.  
At the early grammar school level, teachers may read the science text aloud and students 
are asked to narrate or tell back the main points.  There are plenty of opportunities for 
“hands-on” experiments and activities.  By delving into one branch of science for an en-
tire year, students have the opportunity to take a real interest in the topic, understand its 
purpose, and discover how it connects to other subjects.  Older students read the texts 
themselves and practice note-taking.  Writing is integrated with science.  The purpose in 
the grammar school years is not to exhaustively teach the subject but to develop an enthu-
siastic familiarity with the basic facts.   

 

Our philosophy is “science is an important way for students to explore, understand and 
steward God’s created order.  His creation, while flawed, still maintains much of its origi-
nal intricacy, beauty, and order.  Science spurs us to joyfully discover God by discovering 
what He has made”.   MSA’s Grammar School Curriculum Guide. 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Headley 
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Spelling Bee 
Once again, the Rock Island Argus-Dispatch is sponsoring schools in both the Illinois and Iowa Quad-Cities who 
want to participate in the Scripps-Howard National Spelling Bee.  Morning Star’s top two spellers in each grade, 
third through eighth, will compete on Wednesday, November 18, at 8:30 a.m. in the lunchroom to determine our 
school spelling champions.  The top two winners of our school bee will compete at the Regional Bee on Wednes-
day, February 24, at Augustana’s Centennial Hall.  The winner of the Regional Bee earns an all-expense paid trip 
to the National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. which happens the week of Memorial Day.  Parents, you are 
welcome to attend our school bee! 

Race For Education 
The mailman continues to bring in contributions in response to Race for Education.  We have  reached our goal 
of $15,000; contributions to-date are close to $17,000!  Thank you students and parents for turning in so many 
mailing labels and thank you teachers for taking class time to let students write mailers.  Also, we greatly appreci-
ate Pam Israel for coordinating the Race and her helpers who worked to send out the mailers. 
  
Parents, if you would like to send thank you notes to donors who have contributed in your student's name to-
ward Race for Education, please contact Pam Israel for a list after mid-November. Most mailers are usually re-
ceived by Thanksgiving. You can reach Pam at 563.323.4081 or israeltribe@q.com. 
 

Accreditation Site Visit 
A year ago last last August, our school started the accreditation process with Christian Schools International 
(CSI).  Surveys were taken.  All aspects of our school were scrutinized and lengthy reports were written and com-
bined into a self-study. The final piece of the process, our site visit, will happen on November 9 - 11.  We will 
host four administrators from Christian and classical schools in addition to CSI's regional accreditation coordina-
tor.  The site visit team will interview board members, faculty, students, and parents and spend time observing 
our school.  

Librarian Needed 
We have an immediate opening for a part-time librarian.  Barb Johnson, who has built our library collection from 
the ground up, wants to retire from her librarian position.  She will be available to train the new hire so we can 
have a smooth transition.  The librarian must be a Christian with a college degree who agrees with the mission 
and philosophy of our school.  A background or knowledge of library science would be a plus.  Applicants 
should send resumes to Mrs. Headley or Mrs. Wingerd. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
A schedule for Lower School students with your assigned conference time will be sent home this week.  Parents 
of students in 6th - 12th grade:  if you wish to meet with any of your student’s teachers there are sign-up sheets 
posted near the office.  Report cards for Upper School students can be picked up at the office.  

Mustangs Athletics 
Girls Varsity Volleyball  won 3rd place in the Northern Illinois Christian Conference. 
Girls Logic School Volleyball won 1st place in the Quad City 8 Conference. 
Way to go ladies!  #Mustang Pride! 

tel:563%20323-4081
mailto:israeltribe@q.com
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MSA Families and Students, 

The Student Hunger Drive is in full swing!  House of Jolly Green Giant  brought in 
a lot of cans this week to take the win for the first week.  First grade took down the 
house with the overall win.  Who will win next week?   

The drive goes through November 12th.   

The teams are as follows: 

House of Del Monte – 2nd, 5th, 9th, and 11th grade 

House of Jolly Green Giant – 1st, 7th, and 12th grade 

House of Campbell’s – Kindergarten, 4th, and 10th grade 

House of Boyardee – 3rd, 8th, and 6th grade 

 

Each house that wins each week will receive a small prize.  Each class that collected the most cans in their house 
will receive a large prize.  We are looking forward to the best year ever!  Let’s get out there and collect cans and have 
fun while helping those in need!  

 

Thank you for participating, 

Your Student Council 

BABYSITTING  

Mark your calendars for Senior Babysitting nights so you can plan a 
date night, night out with friends or get some shopping done.   
We will have a fun evening planned with a movie, craft, games, and a 
light snack. 
  
Friday, November 13,  from 5-9pm 
Saturday, December 12,  from 5-9pm 
 
 

  

SHOP EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 

 Christmas is right around the corner and the Seniors have the perfect gift for your      
 children and their teachers.  We will be selling $1.00 and $5.00 Snack Shack gift  
 certificates.  They will be available in December for purchase. 
 

 

 

 

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser for Senior Class 2017 
Please come support the Senior class of 2017 at Pizza Ranch on Monday, November 23, from 5-9 p.m.  They will 
receive all tips from this night as well as 10% of the night’s profits.  They will be serv-
ing pizzas and bussing tables.  The money will be put towards their Senior Trip. 

 

Senior Class Sponsored Events 
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November PTP News  
 Parent Teacher Conferences 
 Thank you to all who have offered to provide meals for the teachers during conferences. If you’re still interested 

in helping, it’s not too late! Please e-mail Emily Arguello (emilyandalex@hotmail.com) to see how you can help.  
 
 Teacher & Staff Appreciation 
 This year we will once again be reserving the last week of the month as Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week. The 

idea behind this week is to take a moment to reach out to the teachers and staff at MSA to thank them for all 
that they do for our children. Each month will have a theme which is simply meant to help guide and inspire 
you.  No gesture of appreciation is too big or too small!  As you’re thinking about ways to show your apprecia-
tion, please don’t forget about music, gym, art, library, and Spanish teachers as well as the support staff and ad-
ministration that helps keep MSA running smoothly!  

 
 November’s theme for teacher & staff appreciation is “Thankful for You”. “And let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.” Colossians 3:15 
 
 Thanksgiving Feast 
       This year’s Thanksgiving Feast will be held on Wednesday, November 25, and will be provided by HyVee.   
       Please note;: Hy-Vee will not add peanuts to anything we serve, but they cannot guarantee the food used was 
       not processed by a company who does not also process peanuts or  other nuts.   
 
       With  bird flu, the price of turkey was too high this year so instead of turkey the “traditional” meal will con- 
       sist of baked ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, roll and butter, and pumpkin fluff for $6.50 per 
       person.  The “non-traditional” meal will consist of 6 chicken nuggets, French fries, fresh fruit, roll and butter, 
       and a chocolate chip cookie for $5.50 per person.  Water and lemonade will be offered with each meal and  
       milk will be available for purchase.  The cost of the meal will be charged to the student’s lunch account. 
 
       Students may order the Thanksgiving meal through RenWeb beginning Wednesday, November 11 and ending    
       Monday, November 16. 
 
       Please check your email for volunteers and items needed.  If you have any questions, please email Catherine  
       Raeside at craeside@q.com 
 
 Looking Ahead.... 
 December’s Teacher & Staff Appreciation theme will be “Merry Christmas”. 

Thank You 

MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY N EWS  

Our hearts are overwhelmed with the blessings and love that were bestowed upon us to get a reliable car by our 
Morning Star families.   We are still in a state of awe and are so thankful for the generosity.  Words cannot express 
how we feel, but we say "to God be the glory" for what He has done through the school family.  We were able to 
purchase a 2010 Toyota and feel God directed us in our search of a vehicle.   It will more than double the gas mile-
age in our commute.  Thank you so much and may God bless you over and over again.   
 
Paul & Rosemary Aurand 


